Saved to the Uttermost

9. Evangelism: Ambassadors for Christ
Selected Scriptures

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Introduction

It’s true: salvation is deep and wide. It is . It comes from the
very mind and heart of God. We can study its fullness and riches for a
lifetime.

Yet, it is so , a child can have and exercise true, saving faith.

Every Christian has been called to bear —to open our
mouths and speak the message of Christ. But it’s not just any message we
share. It’s His message.

But Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5 that we are not the
of the gospel—we are the ambassadors.

The Message We Must Communicate (vv. 17-19)

1. Salvation Is God’s Work, Not Ours.

2 Corinthians 5:17

e When we share the gospel, we’re not inviting people to try harder or be
better. We’re declaring that God can make them

e This means our message should never sound like self-help. We don’t tell
people, “You just need to turn your life around.” We tell them, “You must be

”




2. Reconciliation comes only through Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:18

e We must make it clear that the problem between God and humanity is not a
lack of information, or education, or religion—it’s separation. has
driven a wedge between us and our Creator.

e The message is this: with God is only found through Jesus Christ.

So what must we communicate?

o Christ died for sinners.

e He rose from the dead.

» He offers forgiveness and new life to all who believe.
What must we not communicate?

« That good people go to heaven.

o That sincerity saves.

o Thatall religions lead to God.

We are not free to change the terms of reconciliation. God has already declared that
it is through Christ alone.

3. The Message Centers On The Person And Work Of Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:19

e When you share your faith, the goal is not to impress people with your
knowledge of Scripture or theology; it’s to Jesus.

People need to hear who He is and what He has done:
e Heis the Son of God.
e Helived a perfect, sinless life.
« Hedied as our substitute bearing our sin and its penalty.
e Herose again on the third day.

And now He calls us to turn from our sin and trust in Him alone.



Il. The Message We Must Not Compromise (vv. 20-21)
1. Don’t soften the reality of sin.

2 Corinthians 5:20

e Why must people be reconciled? Because they are separated. Because sin has
us from a holy God.

2. Don’t remove the necessity of repentance and faith.

e Repentance is not a work we do to earn salvation—it’s the response of
that turns away from sin and toward Christ.

3. Don’t Obscure The Of The Cross.

2 Corinthians 5:21

e Here’s what happened at the cross: Jesus, who never sinned, took our sin
upon Himself. He bore the we deserved. He stood in our
place, condemned, so that we could stand in His place, forgiven.

lll. The Message We Must Live Out

e That’s what evangelism is. When you share the gospel, you are
King Jesus to a world that doesn’t know Him.

e We are not perfect, but we are withesses—and our lives should
to the reality of what we proclaim.

Conclusion: The Gospel—Simple, Not Shallow
What we must communicate:

e God’s holiness.

e Oursin.

o Christ’s death and resurrection.

o The call to repent and believe.

e The promise of new life in Him.



What we must not communicate:
o That salvation can be earned.
e That we are good.
o That Jesus is one of many ways.
e That moral reform equals conversion.

Our message is simple, but it’s not shallow. It’s deep enough to save the worst sinner,
and clear enough for a child to understand.
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